P. O. Box 140

Carrington, ND 58421

Phone 701-652-3194 Fax 701-652-3195

LAKE AGASSIZ WATER AUTHORITY
TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING
Advanced Engineering & Environmental Services
4170 28th Ave S
Fargo, North Dakota
May 12, 2016
1:00 PM
1:00 p.m.

I. >Consideration of Minutes – Al Grasser

1:05 p.m.

II. Implementation Plan Capital and O&M Costs – Kip Kovar

3:00 p.m.

III. Hydraulics & Pumping Station Tech. Memorandum Comments – Al Grasser

3:15 p.m.

IV. Other – Al Grasser
A. Next Meeting Date

3:20 p.m.

V. Adjourn

The following minutes are in draft form subject to review and approval by the Technical Advisory
Committee at its next meeting.
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LAKE AGASSIZ WATER AUTHORITY
TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Advanced Engineering & Environmental Services
Fargo, North Dakota
March 30, 2016

A meeting of the Lake Agassiz Water Authority (LAWA) Technical Advisory Committee was
held on March 30, 2016, at Advanced Engineering & Environmental Services, Fargo, North
Dakota. The meeting was called to order by Chair Grasser at 1 p.m.
MEMBERS PRESENT
Al Grasser, Chair
Tim Freije
Bruce Grubb
Gordon Johnson
Kristofer Knutson
Randy Rapacz
Bob Werkhoven
Secretary Kip Kovar
MEMBERS ABSENT
Jerry Blomeke, Vice Chair
Mike Blessum
Chris Brungardt
Rick Gillund
Steve Hansen
Gordon Johnson
Brian Reilly
OTHERS PRESENT
Garrison Diversion staff and others were present. A copy of the registration sheet is
attached to the original minutes as Annex I. The meeting was recorded to assist with
compilation of the minutes.
CONSIDERATION OF MINUTES
Motion by Kris Knutson to dispense with a reading of the February 26, 2016,
committee minutes and approve them as distributed. Second by Tim Freije. Motion
carried.
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LEGAL COUNSEL UPDATE
Tami Norgard, Vogel Law Firm, provided an update on the meetings that took place with
representatives of the national law firm, Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck, from Washington,
DC, on March 1 and 2 at Garrison Diversion in Carrington. This is the firm hired by Garrison
Diversion to assist with the Red River Valley Water Supply Project (RRVWSP).
Ms. Norgard stated that the representatives took the information they gathered on the
project back to Washington and are currently working on a number of issues. They intend to
get back to us by April 8 with work product documents.
Ms. Norgard provided a PowerPoint presentation as an overview of the discussions that
were held with the national law firm and engineering team at the Carrington meetings.
CONCEPTUAL DESIGN REPORT & IMPLEMENTATION PLAN TASK ORDER
Paul Boersma, Black & Veatch Corporation, reviewed a tiered implementation plan on how
to feasibly implement the RRVWSP that takes into account some of the future uncertainties.
Mr. Boersma said the implementation plan looks at how various portions of the project get
built and why they get built in a particular way, what decisions, either from the user or a
regulatory standpoint, play into it, and what the capital costs and operational costs will be. It
basically provides the stakeholders with a road map for the implementation and decisionmaking process.
Chair Grasser said as these things get further refined and investigated and decisions start to
be made, what is the timeline for the task order completion.
Kip Kovar, Secretary, said his initial thought is to have the report in document form and
completed in a couple of months.
Motion by Bruce Grubb to recommend approval of the conceptual design report and
implementation plan task order to the Lake Agassiz Water Authority board. Second
by Kris Knutson. Upon voice vote, motion carried.
NAWS PROJECT WATER TREATMENT PLANT
Tim Freije, State Water Commission, provided an update on the NAWS Project regarding
the Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS) and water treatment, adding that
the NEPA is complete but has not yet been approved by the court
Mr. Freije stated that the motion for summary judgement is due on April 11. The combined
cross motion opposition for that is due May 13, and the State Water Commission’s (SWC)
reply opposition to their cross motions is due by June 17. The case will then be fully briefed.
Approximately 4-6 months after that, the summary judgement is expected. The SWC did file
a motion requesting to modify the injunction to allow them to begin the design work on the
biota treatment facility.
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WATER TREATMENT PLANT
Steve Burian, Advanced Engineering & Environmental Services, provided a presentation on
the technical memorandums being worked on regarding water treatment. This included
water treatment plant objectives, source water concerns for biota and pollutants, desired log
removal and flows and operations. He also reviewed water treatment plant alternatives.
BALDHILL CREEK ANALYSIS
Jeff Hruby, Advanced Engineering & Environmental Services, reminded the committee that
Baldhill Creek is being investigated as a potential alternative conveyance route at a possible
significant savings for the project. A primary goal was to look at the capacity of the creek
design flows and the potential impacts. Another goal was to look at potential water losses.
Mr. Hruby’s presentation explained what the investigation consisted of, including limited field
work, stream flow monitoring, limited cross section surveys, well installation monitoring and
testing hydraulic conductivity.
Mr. Hruby also reviewed the results which revealed the impacts on stream flow, impacts on
the project, drought condition impacts and cost benefits and risks.
A copy of the combined PowerPoint presentations is attached to these minutes as Annex II.
ALIGNMENT TECHNICAL MEMORANDUM
Secretary Kovar said if the committee has any comments on the Pipeline Alignment
Technical Memorandum that was emailed to the committee he would like them sent to him
before the next committee meeting.
OTHER BUSINESS
Next Meeting - - The next meeting will focus on project costs. A date and time in May is yet
to be determined.
There being no further business to come before the committee, the meeting adjourned at
3:45 p.m.

Al Grasser, Chair

Kip Kovar, Secretary
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