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GARRISON DIVERSION CONSERVANCY DISTRICT
ENGINEERING & OPERATIONS COMMITTEE
Garrison Diversion Conservancy District
Carrington, North Dakota
October 6, 2016
A meeting of the Engineering and Operations Committee of the Garrison Diversion
Conservancy District was held at the Garrison Diversion headquarters, Carrington, North
Dakota, on October 6, 2016. The meeting was called to order by Chairman Anderson at
10:30 a.m.
DIRECTORS PRESENT
Board Chairman Ken Vein
Committee Chairman Dave Anderson
Director John Peyerl
Director Tim Schindler
Secretary Kip Kovar
DIRECTORS ABSENT
None
OTHERS PRESENT
Staff members of the Garrison Diversion Conservancy District were present along with
others. The registration sheet is attached to these minutes as Annex I.
The meeting was recorded to assist with compilation of the minutes.
READING OF THE MINUTES
Motion by Director Vein to approve the July 11, 2016, Engineering & Operations
Committee minutes as distributed. Second by Director Schindler. Upon voice vote,
motion carried.
PAINTED WOODS LAKE PROJECT
Kip Kovar, Secretary, distributed a map of the McClusky Canal calling attention to the Chain
of Lakes area and the Painted Woods Outlet and explained the history behind the outlet.
There is a structure located there, including a turnout and channel, which is the only way to
release water from the canal. The original concept would have delivered water to the
Lonetree Wildlife Refuge into the Sheyenne River. Currently, Painted Woods Creek receives
discharges from the McClusky Canal at New Johns Lake.
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Mr. Kovar added that the McClusky Canal capacity is approximately 2,000 cfs and about 3540 cfs can be released from the Painted Woods Outlet. This is limited by a high elevation
and by pipe size. The outlet typically runs all year long unless there is flooding, at which time
the outlet is shut off. It does help with the canal freshening program when the outlet is
running.
Roger Clay, Moore Engineering, distributed a project overview for the Painted Woods Lake
Mitigation Project and provided a PowerPoint presentation describing the project. He stated
that the project is believed to be of statewide importance. Painted Woods Creek is a
relatively large watershed, consisting of 305 square miles located in Burleigh and McLean
Counties. The proposed project is about providing an adequate outlet for the watershed.
A copy of the project overview is attached to these minutes as Annex II. A copy of the
PowerPoint presentation is also attached as Annex III.
Painted Woods Lake has been a statewide resource for hunting, fishing and general
recreation. The land was purchased as part of mitigation acres for the Garrison Diversion
Unit. This year, the Natural Resources Trust purchased another parcel of land that will be
transferred to the Game and Fish Department for management. An additional parcel is also
planning to be purchased in this area to build onto the wildlife management area.
Mr. Clay said there is currently a lake level control structure that holds the water in the lake
at its historic elevation. This structure needs to be replaced with a structure that has more
modern features. The next project component would be to construct a high flow channel
from Painted Woods Creek to the east of the lake. The final component is to repair and
restore the severely eroded and unstable stream banks on Merry’s Creek.
Mr. Clay said the schedule for the project is to replace the lake level control structure and
complete Phase 1 of the overflow channel at a cost of $2.2 million in 2017. In 2018, they
would like to restore Merry’s Creek at a cost of $1.75 million. Phase 2 of the overflow
channel would take place in the future.
Mr. Clay also reviewed a list of project stakeholders and commitments that are being made
to the project.
Mr. Clay added that he is here with the water resource district today to discuss how Garrison
Diversion can assist with this project. They are asking for a contribution of $350,000 in value
either through direct funding or from in-kind services. In-kind services from Garrison
Diversion’s operation and maintenance division could include excavation, bank stabilization
and/or riprap installation.
Mike Marohl, Bureau of Reclamation, commented that Reclamation is providing materials.
The placement would be on the exiting weir. The ND Game & Fish Department has
indicated an interest in the existing weir staying in place. It is in need of maintenance, and
Garrison Diversion has made improvements making it easier and safer to operate. Right
now, riprap is needed to stabilize the weir. Reclamation will haul the 4,000 cubic yards of
riprap to the site, and if the county’s project does not move forward, then it would make
sense to place the riprap on the existing weir but they would allow it to be used for the new
weir structure. If the project gets delayed and doesn’t move forward, then Reclamation has
to make a decision. Without the rock in the existing weir, it is questionable how long the weir
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would last. They are committed to providing the rock this winter. Garrison Diversion would
perform the work, but Reclamation would pay for the costs as part of the operation and
maintenance program.
Lynn Oberg, McLean County Water Resource District, said the water depth at its deepest is
approximately four feet in Painted Woods Lake. It has silted in over the last 15-20 years.
There are a number of area landowners that have experienced breakout flows from flooding
in the spring. The buildup of cattails act as a dam in the spring and forces the water straight
west to the Missouri River. Then breakouts happen and cause damage to private land.
Mr. Kovar commented that we do need the ability to release water into Painted Woods
Creek. It is the only outlet, and if it became blocked, it would cause problems.
Mr. Kovar added if Garrison Diversion chooses to assist with the project, the General Fund
would have to reimburse the O&M Fund for whatever work is done.
Mr. Oberg said the water district’s part is to help manage and protect this resource and to
also protect the interests of the local landowners and farmers.
Mr. Kovar asked what the committee wishes to do with this request.
The committee discussed various possible ways that Garrison Diversion may be able to
assist the water resource district with the project.
Mr. Kovar asked if the committee could have additional time to further investigate what
Garrison Diversion could provide for the $350,000. The committee will meet again the first
part of January and could make a recommendation at that time.
Mr. Oberg said that would work for them.
COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT – MCCLUSKY CANAL PRE-SLIDE REPAIR
Mr. Kovar reminded the committee that they had reviewed the draft pre-slide repair scope of
work at their July meeting. Since that time, the Pre-Slide Repair Cooperative Agreement has
been approved. The dollar amount associated with that budget is approximately $4.7 million.
A majority of that budget is for purchasing equipment. The process of generating specs for
those purchases is currently underway.
Mr. Kovar said work will now begin on the Construction Cooperative Agreement and the new
O&M Agreement, adding that perhaps Reclamation can be asked to combine these two
agreements.
The committee agreed to proceed with this request to Reclamation.
GDU RECLASSIFICATION
Mr. Kovar explained the process used by Reclamation for planning, design, construction,
repayment, and operation and maintenance of GDU projects. Once a project is completed
from an auditor’s standpoint, it is moved into the plant-in-service category.
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Mr. Kovar said since the GDU Project was suspended because of environmental and other
issues, the project has been at a standstill. As far as the costs go for the project, they go into
a category called construction in abeyance. This is where all of Garrison Diversion’s costs
on the project have gone until now. Recently, we were informed that Snake Creek Pumping
Plant, Lake Audubon and the McClusky Canal from Mile Marker 0-59 and other facilities
have been placed in plant-in-service without prior notification. It is uncertain what this means
or how it will impact the irrigators’ water rates. He feels that the Dakota Water Resources
Act set the path for the project and that the project was suspended and is considered
incomplete. Legislation has not changed so how can the project status change?
Mr. Kovar reported that a list of questions has been developed internally and will be
submitted to Reclamation. He also distributed a handout that provides a brief background of
the Garrison Diversion Unit reclassification. A copy of the handout is attached to these
minutes as Annex IV.
Mr. Marohl commented that the Office of Inspector General (OIG) recommendation’s is to
come up with a plan by September 2017 to complete the project as is. As Reclamation
progresses through that activity, there will be those questions: what should Reclamation
recommend to the OIG be done with Reach 4 of the McClusky Canal, what are they going to
recommend be done with the New Rockford Canal and the Oakes Test Area. The OIG does
not care to continue as construction in abeyance. They want to finish the project.
Mr. Marohl added in regard to the slides, the Bismarck Reclamation office is of the position
that the slide repair is a construction activity, and they will continue to use construction
funding to complete that work. There are presumably two pots of money; one for
construction and the other for operation and maintenance. Part of the canal maintenance is
going to be charged to operation and maintenance and part is going to be construction.
Reach 5 of the McClusky Canal will be construction funding as well as the slide repair
project. There is question; however, as to whether or not the slide repair should be
construction or operation and maintenance. Bismarck is taking the approach, as originally
proposed, to do it as construction, which the regional office has agreed to so far.
OTHER BUSINESS
O&M Report - - Darren Murray, Garrison O&M Division, gave a status report on ongoing
operation and maintenance projects and activities.
There being no further business to come before the committee, the meeting adjourned at
11:55 a.m.

(SEAL)

Dave Anderson, Chairman

Kip Kovar, Secretary
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