
Mary Massad has always been a strong advocate for water in North 
Dakota. Just a couple of years after working for Southwest Water 
Authority (SWA) temporarily securing rural water sign-ups, she was 
hired as financial coordinator/office administrator for SWA. While in that 
position, her passion for water development continued to grow. “There 
is nothing more important nor more rewarding to do in the world. It is 
both challenging and inspiring. If you want to do good in the world, do 
water,” said Massad. “It is my privilege and honor to serve our citizens 
of the state,” she added. Massad continuously searched for new and 
innovative ways to solicit funding for water projects, improve overall 
business practices, obtain legislative support for water development, 
and more. In 2001, Massad was promoted to chief financial officer, and in 
2007, the SWA board of directors unanimously chose Massad as the chief 
executive officer and manager of SWA. But SWA’s CEO is not the only 
hat Massad wears. Involvement in water-industry-related organizations is 
important to Massad. She is active in organizations both on the state and 
national level, as well as local and regional organizations such as Rotary 
Club of Dickinson. Massad is also Dickinson Public Schools Foundation 
board of directors’ treasurer and is active in her church.
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Manager/CEO
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S.Pillai-Grinolds grew up in a suburb of a big city in India 
where most of the residents had individual wells and rooftop 
water storage tanks. Her grandparents and some of her other 
relatives, however, lived in a smaller town with no easy access 
to quality water. They had to haul water for their domestic use. 
“That made me first realize the importance of water and how 
it dictates your entire lifestyle,” says S.Pillai-Grinolds. That 
realization combined with her love for math and the inspiration 
from her father, a building contractor, encouraged her to pursue 
a career in engineering. After receiving a bachelor’s degree 
in civil engineering, she became the first female engineer in 
her extended family. Today, with a master’s in environmental 
engineering and with almost 13 years of experience in the 
water industry, S.Pillai-Grinolds is a proud member of the SWPP 
team, overseeing the construction of a regional water project 
that benefits more than 56,000 people in North Dakota. S.Pillai-
Grinolds lives in Bismarck with her husband, Shawn, and two sons, 
Sudhan and Aiden.
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Carol Harbeke Lewis
Secretary-treasurer
Cass County Water Resource Districts

Harbeke Lewis grew up on a farm south of Page, North Dakota, 
learning about water from her father, Joseph Harbeke, who 
served on the Maple River Water Resource District for many 
years. After graduating from Moorhead Technical College, 
working as a legal secretary in a local law firm, and farming 
for several years, Harbeke Lewis went on to become the 
first secretary-treasurer for the Cass County Water Resource 
Districts. Thirty-five years of experience later, Harbeke Lewis 
now manages numerous assessment districts and annual 
budgets totaling approximately $15 million. “It has been very 
rewarding to be part of a team of water managers, attorneys, 
and engineers to accomplish building the Sheyenne Diversion 
Projects and Maple River Dam that have helped protect and 
benefit such a large number of people, as well as the ongoing 
work on the proposed $2.2 billion Metro Flood Diversion 
Project,” says Harbeke Lewis. She also holds multiple positions 
in water-related organizations, such as North Dakota Water 
Education Foundation and Red River Retention Authority. 

International Women’s Day is observed worldwide on March 8. To mark the holiday championing 
women’s rights and celebrating women’s achievements, North Dakota Water is sharing the 

success stories of some of the hardworking women of North Dakota’s water industry.

Cook grew up in northwest Minnesota, not too far from Grand Forks, 
North Dakota, and has vivid memories of their devastating historic 
flood of 1997.  During that time, her community of Crookston, 
Minnesota, was also sandbagging to protect the city from the rising 
Red Lake River. Cook graduated with a bachelor’s degree in business 
and communications and, in 2008, became employed at the Garrison 
Diversion Conservancy District as the communications assistant. Early 
on in her career she was shown samples of tap water that looked like 
coffee and pictures of bathtubs filled with water so dark you couldn’t 
see through it. Cook was also told about North Dakota locals who 
still had to haul water for daily use, even in this day and age. Cook 
grew up with a reliable supply of quality water and couldn’t fathom 
the water conditions that so many people across the state were 
enduring. Today, she’s supporting the MR&I program and the Red 
River Valley Water Supply Project through Garrison Diversion, both 
of which are helping to make a difference in the quality of life for 
many citizens of North Dakota. To any woman thinking of pursuing a 
career in water, Cook says, “You are capable, you have a voice, and 
you can make a difference!”

Kimberly Cook
Communications director
Garrison Diversion Conservancy District
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